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Delegation to Honduras - Todos Somos Honduras - We Are All Honduras

January 23 - January 30, 2010

Organized by La Voz de los de Abajo and Casa Morazan

Contact: vickicervantes@yahoo.com (312) 259-5042

 or alexyjlanza@yahoo.com (312) 656-8655

Friends,

In response to the need for an international presence in Honduras, La Voz de los de Abajo is planning a delegation for January 23-30th to coincide with the “inauguration” of the new coup government on January 27, 2010. We are coming to deadlines that will determine whether there is enough interest that we are able to go forward with the delegation. 

Deadlines: 

1. Confirm serious interest: Complete the attached application and return it to vickicervantes@yahoo.com by January 5, 2010. 

2.  Delegation fees and notarized release form (attached) must be received in Chicago by January 13.

3. Plane tickets: Once we have confirmed delegation participants, we will send the information on plane tickets; necessary arrival times, etc.  

Delegation Fees: The fee for participants is $800. The fee covers ground transportation, lodging and at least 2 meals a day while the delegation is in Honduras. Each participant is responsible for the purchase of round-trip airfare. Arrival times must be coordinated. 

The plan at this time is to fly in and out of the airport at San Pedro Sula and travel to Tegucigalpa. The final decision on which airport to fly into will be made on consultation with the companer@s in Honduras.

The purpose of the delegation is:

1. To offer solidarity and human rights accompaniment to the organizations in resistance against the coup d’etat as the coup is continued by the new regime of Pepe Lobo, and to bring back information and documentation of the situation to the U.S. 

2. To use the information and documentation we bring back to build more solidarity with the people of Honduras and to oppose the U.S. government’s position against the people of Honduras.

Below is the general proposal for our delegation in January 2010.  Details will be confirmed through discussions with the companer@s in Honduras and, given the instability of the situation in Honduras, will be subject to change. 

If we fly into San Pedro Sula we plan to visit organizations in El Progresso and Siguatepeque on route to Tegucigalpa

Depending on the situation, part of the delegation may go to the Northern coast from El Progresso in order to visit campesino and Garifuna communities with whom we have a solidarity relationship, and then rejoin the rest of the delegation in Tegucigalpa. 

In Tegucigalpa the delegation will accompany the resistance, as human rights observers, in its public activities. Meetings will be held with organizations, communities and individuals that will share their experiences since the coup and their analysis of the current situation (see the information at the end of this letter).  Each of these organizations and their leaders, such as Carlos H. Reyes, Juan Barona, and Berta Caceres plays an important role in the struggle to restore the constitutional order in Honduras, and for a peoples’ constitutional reform. 

The delegation will also have the opportunity to meet with representatives of the independent communication media, to hear of their experiences and contributions to the resistance. Members of the delegation may also be asked to participate in presswork in Honduras including giving interviews to the press.

Below is an introduction to some of the organizations that our delegation will have the opportunity to meet and to talk with. We will be adding others as we move forward. 

The Central Nacional de los Trabajadores del Campo (CNTC) The National Center for Rural Workers is one of the largest and most active campesino base organizations in Honduras. It was founded in 1985 when 5 campesino groups joined together to build an organization dedicated to the struggle for land for the landless and poorest farmers.  It organizes not only for land, but also for access to healthcare, education, housing and other basic services. The CNTC has affiliated communities in most of the 18 departments (states) of Honduras. It was one of the few campesino organizations to publicly oppose U.S. intervention in Central America during the 1980’s and it has continued to take progressive positions on international and national social justice issues.  Because of its work in the countryside its communities and leaders have frequently been targets for governmental and landowner repression. The CNTC is a member of the Popular Block, the National Coordinator for Popular Resistance and since the June 28th coup it has been an active participant in the National Front Against the Coup (Frente Natcional en Contral el Golpe). La Voz de los de Abajo has worked in solidarity with the CNTC for the past 11 years. If possible we will visit one or two of the campesino communities affiliated to the CNTC. 

El Comite de Familiares de los Desaparecios en Honduras (COFADEH) The Committee of the Families of the Disappeared in Honduras was rounded on November 30, 1982 in Tegucigalpa. COFADEH is a center for moral and political resistance to the abuses of government and an organization for the defense and promotion of human rights. Its objectives are to fight against impunity; to use the law and justice to end the practice of politically and ideologically motivated forced disappearance of persons; to contribute to the protection of the full application of human rights and to maintain alive the collective memory of the past. 

El Consejo Cívico de Organizaciones Populares e Indígenas de Honduras (COPINH) The Civic Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras is an activist indigenous organization in the southwestern region of Honduras with national reach. It was founded in March of 1993 to fight for the recognition of and achievement of political, social, cultural and economic rights for the indigenous peoples in Honduras. It is also a center for analysis of the regional and national conditions with the aim of developing actions and proposals on an ongoing basis for the achievement of its goals. COPINH is an active member of the Popular Block, National Coordinator of Popular Resistance and it is an active member of the National Front Against the Coup. Members of La Voz de los de Abajo have worked in support of COPINH for a number of years. 

La Central General de Trabajadores. (CGT) The General Workers’ Center is one of the main union centersin Honduras. It was formed in 1970 and has approximately 120 thousand affiliated workers. The CGT is one of the few workers’ organizations to survive through the decade of the 1980’s which saw the most cruel and bloody refpression against the working class and the other diverse organized sectors of the people. The CGT is one of the largest organizations active in the National Front Against the Coup. 

The Political Organization LOS NECIOS is an organization working for radical change in the dominant and unjust social and economic structures in order to build a different society. The organization is centered in Tegucigalpa and is composed of members, mainly youth, from different sectors who are committed to social transformation. The Necios’ political activity is organizing in diverse social sectors, political education and ongoing analysis of the national reality. Much of their work is also in alternative media. The Necios organization was a member of the National Coordinator of Popular Resistance prior to the coup. 

Colegio de Profesores de Educación Media de Honduras (COPEMH) The College of Secondary School Professors of Honduras is the organization of all the high school teachers in the country. Teachers have played an extremely crucial role in Honduran society and COPEMH is the strongest teachers’ organization in Honduras with an impressive ability to mobilize and sustain the mobilization of its members and supporters. It is an important participant in the National Front Against the Coup and at least 2 of its members have been killed during the repression since the coup on June 28th. 

La Organización Fraternal Negra de Honduras (OFRANEH) The Fraternal Black Organization of Honduras was founded in 1979 to defend the Garifuna and other Afro-Honduran’s rights, lands, and culture and to fight for justice in all spheres of life for these communities. The Garifuna people are the largest ethnic minority in Honduras and OFRANEH has struggled for legal recognition and protection of their lands and territory, and for bilingual education. OFRANEH is an activist organization that has participated, since its founding, in the movements for social justice in Honduras; it has also been a target for repression throughout its history. It is currently an active participant in the National Front Against the Coup. Members of La Voz de los de Abajo have worked in support of OFANEH for numerous years. 

Red de Comercialización Comunitaria Alternativa (COMAL)
COMAL was founded in the mid-1990s by small farmers and producers concerned about lack of access to markets and the precarious state of rural food security in Honduras. The organization facilitates cooperative buying and selling in the marketplace. It was originally a joint project with American Friends Service Committee and became totally independent in 2002. 

Feministas En Resistencia (Feminists in Resistance) 
Women’s organizations across Honduras have united in this umbrella organization of resistance to the coup and in defense of women’s rights and well-being. The Feministas in Tegucigalpa have received a lot of press coverage for their brave demonstrations at the National Women’s Institute and other government agencies where the army and police brutally repressed them. The Feministas En Resistencia is also active against the coup in other regions such as Santa Barbara and El Progreso

Radio Progreso y Padre Jeremías 

Radio Progreso is a radio station that belongs to the Catholic Church (Jesuit) and is located in the city of Progreso, Cortes , Honduras. Along with Father Jeremias the radio station is a voice for the poor in Honduras and plays an important role in the resistance to the coup. 
Dr. Luther Castillo and the First Garifuna Hospital in Honduras

Dr. Castillo is a Garifuna physician and outspoken community organizer and also the director of the Luaga Hatuadi Waduheno ("For the Health of Our People” Foundation. The foundation is dedicated to bringing health services to the isolated indigenous communities on the Atlantic Coast. Dr. Castillo graduated from the Latin American School of Medicine in Cuba in 2005 and returned to his region to lead the building of the first “Garifuna hospital” which serves 20,000 people. The International Rotary Club of Tegucigalpa named him “Honduran Doctor of the Year” in 2007. Since the coup in June of this year, Dr. Castillo has been threatened and the coup government has tried to shut down the hospital. Dr. Castillo was a member of the delegation of Honduran civil society that toured the United States in the summer of 2008. The hospital is located in Ceriboya, Colon. 

La Voz de los de Abajo is a Chicago organization that has worked in solidarity with the social justice movements in Honduras for 11 years. Much of our work has been directly with the campesino movement and the National Center for Rural Workers (CNTC). Over the past 11 years we have participated in organizing for the Pastors for Peace caravans to Mexico, Honduras and Nicaragua.  We have organized many small delegations that have traveled to campesino and indigenous communities across Honduras and participated in conferences and visits to social organizations in Tegucigalpa.  

Casa Morazan is an emerging organization founded on June 28 just after the coup in Honduras. It’s aim is to be an organization led by Honduran immigrants to the U.S. with one of its pillars being the legacy of Francisco Morazan which, in the context of regional integration and union of the peoples, continues to be applicable to Central America 

Casa Morazan is based on the principal that “Posterity will grant us Justice” when the poverty, exploitation and inequality that are prevalent in Honduras change so that our Honduran brothers and sisters don’t have to migrant as so many of us have done. We also emphasize work for improved, reasoned immigration Finally, Casa Morazan aims to be an active protagonist in the events that can transform our country, socially, culturally and politically into a better place for all. 


















